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someone does something nice for us, we should always
thank them. Itis our blessing to receive and their blessing of
giving with a cheerful heart. A thankful heart opens the door
for blessings from God, but a proud one blocks them. To be
thankful we must first be humble. “You have not lived today
until you have done something for someone who can never
repay you.” by John Bunyanand “I|woke up, | have clothes
to wear, | have running water, | have food to eat, life is good,
God is great, | am thankful.” Author Unknown We are to be
lights in a dark world, and one easy way we can bring light
is to have thankful hearts and express our gratitude always.
The Bible encourages us to count our blessings and praise
the Lord. To God Be the Glory!

Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with
praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name. Psalm 100:4
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and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. If you had known me, you would have
known my Father also. From now on you do know
him and have seen him.” (John 14:6-7 ESV)

We pride ourselves on being a free people in
a free country. We are very sensitive about this
freedom that we have. We are free to do what
we want (within limits). We are free to say what
we want. We are free to think for ourselves, pur-
sue the life we want, choose our own direction,
and make our own way in life.

This might be why this statement from Jesus
seems so abrasive, and in the mind of some, so
unlike what we think of when we think of the life
and ministry of Jesus. After all, this is the man
who upset so many of the religious leaders of
his time by welcoming people that they had ex-
cluded (Matthew 9:10-11). Jesus is the one who
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Jesus is the Truth. Jesus is the embodiment of truth. He
demonstrates for us the truth of who God is. In Jesus we
see that God is loving, merciful, gracious, and desires to be
with us, and for us to be with him. We also see the truth of
God'’s holiness, righteousness, and sovereignty. Jesus came
to show us the Father.

The understanding that there is objective truth seems to
have been on the decline for quite a while. The notion that
truth is subjective and based mainly on our lived experience
appears to be the prevailing theory. In other words, what
is true for you may or may not be true for me. We see this
every day. Two opposing views on the exact same issue are
both claiming to be true. As tempting as this option may be,
and as inoffensive and non-confrontational as it appears, it
is just not reality.

Jesus is the Life. He is the author of life and sovereign over
life and death. He is the hope we have of life eternal in the
presence of God the Father. He also serves as the model for
what life, real life, is supposed to be. In him we see a life
devoted to doing the will of the Father. We see a life focused
on bringing glory to God and inviting others to join in that
pursuit. We see a life defined by the Great Commandments
of loving God with all his being and loving others. We see
humanity as it was supposed to be.

No doubt, this kind of life will infringe on our freedom. It
will cause us to step down off the throne and allow Jesus to
reign. We will have to let him direct our steps. We may not
be able to say anything we want, because we are called to
be sensitive to the needs of others. We may have to think
differently about life, about the events of the day, or about
the value of other people who are created in the image of
God.

It seems that the two “cardinal sins” of our time are to ex-
clude anyone from anything regardless of reason, and to of-
fend anyone by anything we say or do. These words of Jesus
do not give us the right to be mean spirited, judgmental,
or to exclude others just because they aren’t like us. These
words are not an invitation for us to be purposefully of-
fensive in how we talk to or about other. We are, however,
called to follow Jesus as he has shown us the way to the
Father. We are to live out the truth of his identity and reflect
his character. We are to submit to his authority as the one
who determines right and wrong. Our lives are to be con-
tinually shaped and formed to look more like his life. And,
we are to invite and welcome others to follow Jesus with us.

-JEFF GRISHAM

Jesus Shaped Disciples

"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father

and mother and wife and children and brothers and sis-

ters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.

Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple." (Luke 14:26-27)

Discipleship, the word means to become a learner, one
who follows a teacher, submits to his teachings, but to Je-
sus it means more, much more.

What Jesus Expects of His Disciples...

That we have no RIVALS. (Luke 14.26) “If anyone comes
to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife
and children, his brothers and sisters, yes, even his own
life he cannot be my disciple.” Jesus demands first loyalty.
Anything less is unacceptable. This verse bothers some
because of Jesus’ use of the word hate. There is no place
for hate of others in the life of a disciple. Jesus is making
a distinction between two types of love: Divine love and
human love - Redemptive love and possessive love. One is
selfish; the other places its object before self and all others.
Of course we are to love our parents, wife, children, broth-
ers and life. But this human love is no rival for our love of
God. At Mount Sinai it was "no other gods before Me."
Jesus insisted that first and foremost genuine discipleship
demands loving God with all our being, "an unrivaled love."
Paul declared in Colossians 1.18 that Christ must have pre-
eminence in all things. Using this definition, are we a dis-
ciple?

There must be no REFUSALS. (Luke 14.27) "Take up your
cross and follow Me." Bonhoeffer wrote, “When Christ
calls a man, He bids him come and die.” Folk, a cross is not
something we carry through life; a cross is something we
die upon! Paul tells us in Romans six that we must "crucify
the old man, and be raised to live a new life." Then in First
Corinthians he indicates that we must "die daily to self, Sa-
tan, sin, and the world and be alive to Christ."

This was Paul’s message in Galatians 2.20: “l have been
crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in
me. The life | live in the body, | live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Discipleship is
following the way of Jesus as seen in His garden prayer, “Not
My will, but Yours be done.” We see such “way of the cross”
dying in Paul’s statement: “May | never boast except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has

been crucified to me, and | to the world.” Indeed, disciple-
ship is the result of taking up the cross (dying) and follow-
ing Jesus (living the new life). By this standard, can we say
that we are His disciple?

With Jesus, there can never be a RETREAT. (Luke 14.33) “In
the same way, any of you who does not give up everything
cannot be My disciple.” The rich young ruler had to make a
choice. Scripture indicates that he went away in sorrow be-
cause he was unwilling to pay the price of discipleship: Jesus
before money. Another wanted to follow Jesus, but insisted
that he should first go bury his father. The idea seemed to
be that he would follow Jesus after his father’s death. Oth-
ers vowed to follow Him after bidding their family good-bye.
But Jesus had already indicated in Luke 9.62 that “No one who
puts his hand to the plough and looks back is fit for service in
the kingdom of God.” Christianity has always been a religion
of perseverance, not giving up, keeping-on-keeping-on. Jesus
kept saying to the seven churches of Asia, "he who overcomes
will receive the reward." Discipleship is pictured as a fight to
fight, a race to run, a walk to walk, a faith to keep. Using these
Biblical terms, are we His disciple?

Jesus admonishes us to count the cost of following Him. May
God help each of us to be willing to meet the demands, pay
the price of discipleship. Amen?

-RANDALL CASELMAN
From Lifelines December 12, 2018
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First Service
Welcome, Prayer & SCripture ...........cooeens Roger Arnold  Song Leader .....ouwvvveverevvvevesnnnnsrenns Anthony Christiano
GrEBLEIS...rumrivvvessmrrrrisesissinines Terry Roberts, Joe Hott ~ Communion Scripture & Prayer................ Bill Alumbaugh
Closing Prayer......cooosvesesseeens Dallas Dobbs
Janet Alumbaugh, Patsy McCool

Second Service

Welcome, Prayer & SCripture ........eeeesusummmnnne. John Caylor ~ Song Leader Lee McCain
GIEELEIS ovvvvverssanrreresssmssresessnns Howard Hurst, Don Cope ~ Communion Scripture & Prayer................. Bob Alberson
Closing Prayer......coooeeeeeevvveee Ray Reiss
NUrsery WOrkers ... Jennifer Royer, Cheryl Royer ~ Van DFiVET ............ccooeevvvvvvine Jim Branstetter, Kyle Dillard

November Worship Coordinators
Worship CoOrdinator ...........eeeeereveeessesssnsnnnnne Mike York ~ Streaming COOTdiNGtOr ......cevevevmummmunresrrerenes James Beaty
Audio COOrdiNGLOr .....cvvvvesuummmrrrrersveesssesssssssanns Jim Caylor  Video Coordinator .............ceeermmmmmmmmnrrreens Marquis Elliott




