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Restorataion
In the final chapter of his gospel, John records an 

incredible encounter between the risen Jesus and 
some of his disciples. Peter and six others had spent 
the night fishing on the Sea of Tiberius (Galilee) with 
nothing to show for it. They were approaching the 
shore as the sun began to rise when they saw a lone 
figure standing on the shore. This yet unknown per-
son asked if they had had any success. After they 
told him, “No,” he told them where they should cast 
their net. They followed his instruction and caught 
more fish than they were able to haul. They recog-
nized that this was no ordinary man on the shore 
that morning. It was none other than the risen 
Savior. At this discovery, Peter threw on his cloak, 
jumped into the water and swam about a hundred 
yards to be close to Jesus. 
John doesn’t tell us why Peter does this when the 

rest of the group seems content to bring the boat 
and their catch to the shore to meet Jesus. As Bible 
students we are aware of Peter’s somewhat impul-
sive nature. As the one who is always ready to do 
something and often speaking maybe a little too 
quickly at times, perhaps it is just part of Peter’s 
personality that causes him to do this. Maybe it is 
more than just that. It could be that he knows his 
desperate need to be close to Jesus. Considering his 
recent failure as he denied knowing Jesus, he needs 
to know that the relationship can be restored.
I think we can relate. There are those times in our 

lives when we know we have failed, we know we 
have damaged the relationship between ourselves 
and Jesus and it need to be made right. We 
need healing. We need restored. And just as 
he was on that particular day on the shoreline, 
Jesus stands ready to heal, forgive, and re-
store. Since that is the case, what is it that we 
need to do to access that gift of restoration?
Face our failures. As Peter ran up to Jesus 

that day, he found him standing by charcoal 
fire. It had not been very long ago that Peter 
was standing by another charcoal fire in the 

Hope everyone had a great Easter Sunday and the children 
enjoyed the Easter Egg Hunt!  I think Spring has Sprung and 
the days are getting longer.  It’s the time when nature cel-
ebrates the miracles of life with rebirth and rejuvenation.  In 
the Spring, baby Songbirds learn to sing.  They learn by hear-
ing their species sing when they are young and during their 
first learning stage.  There is nothing more precious than go-
ing outside on a Spring morning and hearing them sing.  Turn 
off the alarm clock and open up the window. It is the best 
wake-up call ever! Spring brings green and new growth to 
trees and plants and flowers start to bloom.  There is excite-
ment in the air as we wake-up to a new day of discovery!  Ev-
eryone seems happier and enjoys the fresh morning breeze 
and the warm days.  Life is good! God is good!  To God Be 
the Glory!  

Then He said to me, it is done.  I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end.  I will give to the one 

who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.  
Revelation 21:6

Thank you, Lord, for all our Easter Sunday visitors! We will 
have the list for you next week.
Those on our prayer list:  Our deepest heartfelt sympathies 

go to Don Cope in the loss of his sister, Glenda.  Please keep 
Don & Nan and the family in your prayers.  Chris McSweeny 
was in Mercy for a few days with a severe headache. Con-
tinue to remember and pray for Carolyn Lacey in the loss 
of her husband Mike.  Pray for the family of Tammy Laycox, 
who passed away suddenly last week.  Tammy is a friend 
of Staci Grisham.  Danny Cannon’s father, Mike Harrington, 
suffered a stroke last week.  Mark Bagwell’s mother, Doro-
thy, has been placed in hospice care.  June Bacon has asked 
us to pray for her son, Keith.  Keith is in the hospital with a 
blood clot in his leg. He had surgery but couldn’t get it all. 
Continue to remember and pray for Judith Carmical, Susan 
Duffy, Mike Hale, our missionaries, our military and police 
force, our country and president.  The families in Nashville 
and Louisville in their loss of loved ones in the school and 
bank shootings.  
Children’s Home List:  Hamburger Helper, snacks, juice, pea-

nut butter, body wash.  Food Pantry:  Mac & Cheese, cereal, 
peanut butter, jelly, and canned fruit.
God’s free gift to us cost Him dearly.  Stay safe, love you.
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courtyard of the High Priest. That night he had been asked 
about his relationship with Jesus. And just hours after assert-
ing that he would lay down his life for Jesus (John 13:37), 
he denied being a follower. I wonder if Peter was tempted 
to back away from Jesus. Did he wonder if Jesus would even 
still want someone who had failed so badly to be part of his 
people?
Satan often whispers these kinds of questions in our ears. 

He wants us to see our failures as fatal. So, instead of run-
ning to Jesus, we keep our distance. We continue to carry the 
guilt of our failures with us, trying to keep them hidden. But 
distance from Jesus won’t heal us. The only way to healing is 
to confess those faults, and realize that without him we can 
never be good enough, strong enough, or holy enough. Re-
alizing our weaknesses and confessing our failures reminds 
us that we are utterly dependent on him to be made righ-
teous. Distance won’t help. We have to draw near to him for 
strength and help.
Fall on his mercy. It is impressive to me that Jesus never 

stops serving. He had taught, healed, fed, washed feet, and 
given his life for these men who were there that morning. As 
if that wasn’t enough, he provided them with a net full of fish 
and fed them. He continues to have mercy and compassion.
Mercy and grace are sometimes hard for us to accept. We 

like to earn what it is that we have. Mercy and grace are gifts. 
They are extended to us because of the great love that Jesus 
has for us. We don’t earn his forgiveness and restoration. He 
offers it to us as we realize our great need for it. “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
Follow his lead. After breakfast that morning, Jesus and Pe-

ter have a conversation that begins with Jesus asking Peter, 
“Do you love me?” Three times Jesus repeats this question 
with Peter responding, “Yes” every time. After each of Pe-
ter’s answers, Jesus gives him a different but similar directive. 
“Feed my lambs.” “Tend my sheep.” “Feed my sheep.” Each 
of these instructs Peter to follow in the steps of Jesus, doing 
what he had seen Jesus do. 
Continuing to walk in steps of Jesus is where we find hope, 

healing, and purpose. Following after him and having our lives 
shaped more and more like his is our response to the healing 
and restoration that he has extended to us. It is a demonstra-
tion of the love that we have for the one who came to heal 
and to restore us when our sins had separated us from him. 

-JEFF GRISHAM 

Resurrection: What Does It Mean
The apostle John gave the following reason for writing his 

gospel: “Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the pres-
ence of His disciples which are not recorded in this book. But 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His 
Name.” (John 20:30-31) These miracles were for the express 
purpose of proving conclusively that Jesus was the Son of 
God, the Messiah, the Christ. But the greatest miracle of all, 
the one that gave vindication to all the other miracles, was 
the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. This is the way the 
apostle Paul said it: “Concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, and 
declared to be the Son of God with power according to the 
Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” (Romans 
1:3-4) His resurrection from the dead was the crowning and 
eternal proof that He is the Son of the Living God. By the res-
urrection He is alive; He lives!
 The cross, on which Jesus shed His precious blood for our 

sins, should always remain central in our minds. Yet, is there 
not a valid point in Michelangelo’s indignant protest against 
his fellow-painters:”Why do you keep filling gallery after gal-
lery with endless pictures of the one ever-reiterated theme, 
of Christ in weakness, Christ upon the cross, Christ dying, and 
most of all Christ hanging dead? Why do you concentrate on 
that passing episode, as if that were the last word and the last 
scene, as if the curtain dropped upon that horror of disaster 
and defeat? At worst, all that lasted for only a few hours. But 
to the end of unending eternity Christ is alive; Christ rules and 
reigns and triumphs.” In the same vein of thought, I have heard 
teachers of very young children say: “In teaching the story of 
Jesus, never leave Him hanging on the cross.”
 What does the resurrection mean for Jesus? He is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and He lives! What does the resurrection 
mean for us?
 First of all, the resurrection of Jesus guarantees to us a res-

urrection. The resurrection of Jesus is a part of the good news, 
the gospel message. Paul told the Corinthians that the gospel 
he had preached to them, by which they were saved, consisted 
of the “death, burial and resurrection of Christ.” (I Corinthians 
15:1-3) But God lifts it above the level of news and makes 
it a pledge. Paul tells us: “But now Christ has risen from the 
dead, and has become the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.” (I Corinthians 15:20) 

Jesus Himself said, “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is com-
ing in which all who are in the graves will hear his voice and 
come forth; those who have done good, to the resurrection of 
life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of con-
demnation.” (John 5:28-29)
Secondly, the promises of God are guaranteed by, the resur-

rection of Christ. God’s promises are “exceedingly great and 
precious.” (2 Peter 1:4) God makes a promise; faith believes it; 
hope anticipates it. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten 
us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead.” (I Peter 1:3) 
Thirdly, Christianity actually rests upon the resurrection of 

Christ. In fact, Paul wrote: “If there is no resurrection of the 
dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not 
been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More 
than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God….
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised 
either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you 
are still in your sins. Then those who have fallen asleep in Christ 
are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be 
pitied more than all men.” (I Corinthians 15:13-19).  
  Wouldn’t it be tragic to come to the end of life’s way and have 

as our epitaph the words of the ancient Omar: “There was a 
door to which I found no key.”  That doesn’t have to be! Jesus 
made this striking announcement: “I am the first and the last. I 
am the living one; I was dead, and behold I am alive forever and 
ever! And I hold the keys of death and hades.” (Revelation 1:17-
18) Praise be to God for the resurrection of Christ!

- CHARLES CASH
(1938 - 2018)


